PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY
analysis of the State, its forms and functions; as a
member of the Austrian Parliament I had studied
the structure of Austria-Hungary in detail,, and
all the sources of its political and cultural strength,
It was a considerable disadvantage to me that I
did not know how things had been developing at
home while I was away. And I had also to prepare
myself for what would be happening in London,
Paris, and Italy; I knew that I should have to
visit those political centres and the persons who
were going to make a new Europe at the Peace
Conference. I thought about that a great deal. I
even had to get accustomed to the formalities of
being head of a State.
When I got back I was not feeling very well; I
didn't think I had very much longer to live.
Perhaps it was the result of all the exertions and
excitements of the war and of the attacks of influenza
that I had had. In my work I had to be on the
look-out, as each case arose, to see that continuity
was preserved and that nothing upset the work
that we had been doing beyond the frontiers of
our country. The thing to do was to secure the
fruit of those years of work and negotiations abroad;
that was my first care. At home I had to get accus-
tomed to new conditions; the Government was
already formed; there was a Revolutionary National
Assembly, there were already some new laws and